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(HRISTHAS, OR THE GOOD FAIRY.

py MRS, ML B STOWE.

“ Oh, dear! Christmas is coming in a fortnight,
ol | have got to think up presents for every-
\dy!” said young Ellen Stuart, as she leaned

seaidly back iu her chair. “ Dear me! it's so,
sdions!  Everybody has got everything that can
he thought of.”

Ob. no " said her confidential adviser, Miss
[ester, in & soothing tone, “You have means of
buying everything you can fancy, and, when
every shop and store is glittering with sll manner
of eplendors, you cannot surely be at a loss”

¢ Well, now, just listen. To begin with, there's
mamma! what can I get for her? 1 have thought
of ever #o many things. She has threecard cases,
four goll thimbles, two or three gold chaing, two
lesks of different patterns; and then, as
e brooches, boxes, and all other things, 1
shoull think she might be sick of the sight of
them | am sure [ am,” said she, lunguidly gaz-
ing on her white and jowelled fingers.

Tils view of the ozeo zbroed rather puasling to
{he adviser, and there was silence for a few mo-
ments, when ecgy~ "

And then there’s cousins Ellen and Mary—
{ suppose they will be coming down on me with a
whole load of presents; and Mrs. B. will send me
something—she did last year; and then there's
sousing William and Tom—I must get them
cmething, and [ would like to do it well enough,
if | only knew what to get!”

Well? said Eleanor's aunt, who had been
sitting quietly rattling her knitting needles dur-

ag this speech, “it's & pity that you had not such
4 subject to practice on 88 [ was when | wasa
girl—presents did not fily about in those days as
they do now. | remember when I waa ten years
old my father gave sister Mary and me a most
marvellously ugly sugar dog for & Christmas
gift, and we were perfestly delighted with it—the
very ides of & present was so new to us.”

“Dear aunt, how delighted I should baif I had
anv sach fresh, unsophisticated body to get pres-
ents for! but to get and get for people that have
more than they know what to do with now—to
add pietures, books, and gilding, when the centre-
{4bles gre losded with them now—and rings and
jewels, when they are & perfect drug! 1 wish
mysclf that | were not sick and sated and tired
with having everything in the world given me!”

Well, Eleanor,” said her aunt, “if you really
o want unsophisticated subjects to practice on, |
can put you in the way of it. I oan show you
more than one family to whom you might seem to

be u very good fairy, and where such gifis as you
could ghive wikh all ensd would seem like 4 magic

writi
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dream.”
Why, that would really beworth while, aunt”’
ook right across the way,” said her aunt
Y ou see that building?

“ That miserable combination of shanties?
Yeg!"

Well, I have several acquaintances there who
have never been tired of Christmas gifts, or gifts
of any other kind, I assure you, you could make
jiite a sensation over there.

“Well, who is there ? Lt us know !”

o you remember Owen, that used to make

your shoea 77
“ Yeg. | remember something about him.”

Well, he has fallen into a consumption, and
cannot work any more, and he and his wife and
three little children live in one of the rooms over
there”

i How vo they get along 17

“ e wifs takes in sewing sometimes, and some-
times goes out wishing. Poor Owen | | was over
there vesterday . he looks thin and wistful, and
his wife was saying that he was parched with con-
stant fever, and had very little appetite. She had
with great self-denial, and by restrioting herself
nlmost of necessary food, got him two or three
oranges, and the poor fellow seemed so eager after
them ™

“ Poor fellow ! gaid Eleanor, involuntarily.

Now, said her aunt, snppose Owen's wife
should get up on Christmas morning and find at
the door a couple of dozen of oranges and some of
those nice white grapes, such aa you had at your
party last week, don’t you think it would make a

wensation 7
“Why, yes, | think very likely it might ; but

who else, aunt?  You spoke of a great many.”

“ Well, on the lower floor there is a neat little
room, that is always kept perfectly trimand tidy ;
it belongs to & young couple who have nothing
heyond the bushand's duy wages to liveon. They
are, nevertheless, ns choerful and chipper as a
couple of wrens, and she is up and down half a
dozen times a day, to help poor Mra Owen. She
Lis o baby of her owa about five months old, and
of eaurse does all the cooking, washing, and iron-
ing, for herself and hushand ; and yet, when Mrs.
Owen goes out to wash, she takes her baby and
kreps it whole days for her”

I'msure she deserves that the good fairies
."I-.'-I'J-rm]u on her,” said Eleanor; “one baby
exhuists my stock of virtue very rapidly.”

Eut you ought to see her baby” mid aunt
#0 plump, so rosy, and good-natured, and al-
a4 clean as a lily. This baby is a sort of house-
h l shrine ; nothing is too sacred and too good
bt and Lbelinve the little, thrifty woman feels
uly one temptation to be extravagant, and that
1416 get some orpaments to sdorn this little Mi-
Vintly
Why, did she ever tell you so 1"

“Noj but one day, when | was coming down
“tairs, the door of their room was partly open, and
I'waw o pedlar there with open box. John, the
lashand, was standing with a little purple cap on
Bivhand, which he was regarding with mystified,
wlmiring air, as if he didn’t quite comprehend it,
nt;t ‘rim little Mary gazing at it with longing
BEw

! think we might get it,” said John. ’
0% ns," gaid she, regretfully ; “yet | wish
Wecould, ive ga preey M

~ %45 00 more, aunt. [ see the good fuiry must
P09 8 cap into the window on Clristmas morn-
"9 Indeed, it shall be done. How they will
"ouler where it came from, and talk about it for
months to come 1

" Well, then” continued her sunt, “in the
ICx! street to ours there is a miserable building,
1Bt looks as if it were just golng to topple over ;
And sway up in the third story, in & little room
Just under the eavéll live two poor, lopely old
¥omen.  They are both nearly on to ninety, |
;ll In there day before yesterday. One of them

! fonstantly confined to her bed with rheuma-

i the other, weak and feeble, with failing

‘need it.”

_holker ; and they are entirely dependent on char-
ity

“Can’t they do anything ?
mid Eleanor.

“ You are young and strong, Eleanor, and have
quick eyes and nimble fingers ; how long would it
take you to knit a pair of stockings 1

“TT 818 Blianor, “What an ides! I never
tried, but I think I could get a pair done ina
week, perhaps "

% Apd if somebody gave you twenty-five cents
for them, and out of this you had to get food, nad
pay room rent, and buy ooal for your fire, and oil
for your lamp

“ Stop, aunt, for pity's sake!”

“ Well, 1 will stop, but they can’t; they must
pay so much every month for that miserable shell
they live in, or be turned into the street. The
meal and flour that some kind person sends goes
off for them jast as it does for others, und they
must get more or starve, and coal is now searce
and high priced”

“Oh, sunt, I'm quite convineed, I'm sure;
don't run me dowa and annibilate me with all these
terrible realities. What shall | do to play good
fairy to these poor old women 1"

“1f you will give me full power, Eleanor, I will
put up a basket to be sent to them, that will give
them something to remember all winter”

“Oh, certainly I will. Let me see if 1 can't
think of something myself”

“Well, Eleanor, suppose, then, some fifiy or
sixty years hence, if you were old, and your fa
ther, and mother, and sunts, and uncles, now o
thick around yon, laid cold and silent in s0 many
graveg—you have somchow pot away off to &
strange city, where you were pever known—you
live in a miserable garret, where enow blows at
night through thecracks, and the fire is very apt to
go out in theold cracked stove; you sit crouching
over the dying emb: rs the evening before Christ-
mas—nobody to epeak to you, nobody to care for
you, exeept another poor old soul who lies mosn-
ing in the bed—now, what would you like to have
sent you?”

“Oh, auni, what & dismnl picture "

“And yet, Ella, all poor, forsaken old women
are made of young girls, who expected it in their
youth nslittle as you do, perbaps ™

“Say no more, aunt. I'll buy—Ilet me see—a
comfortable warm shawl for each of these poor
women : and 'l send them—Ilet me see—oh ! some
tea—mothing goes down with old women like tea;
aed U1 make Jobn wheel some conl over to thems
and, aunt, it wonld not be a very bad thought to
send them a new stove. | remember, the other day,
when mamma was pricing stoves, | saw some such
nice ones for two or three dollars”

“For n new hand, Ella, you work up the idea
very well,” said her aunt,

“But how much ought | to give, for any one
cate, to these women, say 7"

“ How much did you give last year for any
gingle Christmas present 1"

“Why, six or seven dollars, for some ; those
elegant souvenirs were seven dollars ; that ring |
gave Mre. B was ten.”

Can't they kuit?”

“And do you suppose Mra. B Was any
hmn for it 1"

o, really, I doo’t think she cared much

about it ; but I had to give her something, because

she had sent me som the year be and [
did not want to send a paltry present to any one
in her oircumstances.”

“Then, Ella, give ten to any poor, distressed,
suffering ereature who really needs it, and see in
how many forms of good such a sum will appear.
That one hard, eold, glittering diamond ring, that
now cheers nobody, and means nothing, that you
give because you must, and she takes because she
must, might, if broken up into smaller sums, send
real warm and heart-felt gladness through many
a cold and cheerless dwelling, through many an
aching heart”

“ You are getting to be an orator, aunt; but
don’t you approve of Christmas presents, among
friends and equals 1"

“Yes, indeed,” said her sunt, fondly stroking
her head. “1 have had some Christmas presents
that did me & world of good—a little book mark,
for instance, that a eertain niece of mine worked
for me, with wonderful secrecy, threa years ago,
'hnﬁn““agm lpdy with a full
of money—that book mark was a true Christmas
present; and my young couple ncross the way ure
plotting a profound surprise to each other on
Christmas morning. John has contrived, by nn
hour of extra work every night, to Iy by enongh
to get Mary a new calico dress; nnd she, poor
soul, has bargained away the only thing in the
jewelry line she ever possessed, to be laid out on
a new hat for him,”

“1 know, too, n washerwoman who has a poor,
lame boy—a patieat, gentle little fellow—who has
lain quietly for weeks and months in hia little
erib, and his mother is going to give him a splen-
did Christmas present.”

“ What is it, pray 1"

A whole orange! Don’t laugh. She will pay
ten whole cents for it ; for it shall be none of your
common oranges, but a picked one of the very
best going ! She has put by the money, a cent at &
time, for a whole month ; and nobody knows which
will be happiest in it, Willie or his mother. These
are such Christmas presents ag | like tothink of—
gifts coming from love, and tending to produce
love; these are the appropriate gifts of the day.

 Bat, don't you think that it's right for those
who have money, to give expensive presents, sup-
posing always, ns you say, they are given from
real affection?”

 Sometimes, undonbtedly. The Saviour did not
condemn her who broke an alabaster-box of oint-
ment—very precuows—simply a8 s proof of love,
even although the suggesiion was made, ‘this
might have been sold for three hundred pence,
and given to the poor” [ have thought he would
regard with sympathy the fond efforta which
human love sometimes makes to express itsell by
gifis, the rarest and most costly. ITow | rejoioed
with all my heart, when Charles Elton gave his
poor mother that splendid Chinese shawl and gold
watoh—because | knew they oame from the very
fullness of his heart to n mother that he conld not
dotoo much for—a mother that has done and suf-
fered everything for him. In some such ocases,
when resources are nmple, a costly gift seems to
have & graceful appropristencss; but I cannot ap-
prove of it, if it exhausts all the means of doing
for the poor; it is better, then, to give a simple of-
fering, and to do sometbing for those who really

Eleanor losked thoughtful ; her aunt laid down
her knitting, audsaid, in a tone of gentle serious-
ness :

“ Whose birth does Christmas commemorate,
Ella?”

* Qur Savionr’s, certainly, aunt.”

“ Yes” said her aunt. “ And when and how
was he born 7 in a stable! lnid in a manger ; thus
born, that in all ages he might be known as the
brother and friend of the poor. And surely it
seems but appropriste to commemorate His birth-
day by an especial remembrance of the lowly,
the poor, the outesat, and distressed ; and if Christ
should come back to our city on a Christmas day,
where should we think it most & te to his
charaeter to find him? Would he be carrying
splendid gifis to Tluild dwellings, or would he
be gliding about in the cheerless baunts of the
da;olnu, the poor, the forsaken, and the sorrow-
ful1?

And bere the conversation ended.

B S s < B Do R

“ What sort of Christmas ts in Ella
buying 77 said cousin Tom, as the waiter handed
in a portentous-looking package, which had been
just rung in at the door.

“ Let's open it,” said Will. “Upon my
word, two great gray blanket shawla! "l'lu_:u
must be for {u and me, Tom! And what's this]
'Aws‘ul !;b’ot of cotton flannel snd gray yarn

nge

The door bell “'i again, and the waiter
brought in another bulky parocl, and deposited it
on the marble-topped centre table.
- “ What's herea?” said Vro'lll, wuirg :h ”u?i

Whew ! s perfect nest of packages ! oolong
oranges! ! white sugar! Bless me, Ella

oh.d 2 " :uw . and

“Op 'om; “ on m
M."-uﬁ,u. 2 out of the window, © H'Jl
a deayman at our door, with a stove, with
8 tea-kettle set in the top of it "

“ Elln'a cook of conrse,” asid Will; and
w;-n-“ m.huh‘ p’uﬁﬁu u’b::hnl -

over .

“ Now, boys, you are too 1" ghe exclaimed,
as each of the mischievous youngsters were
m’m”ﬂmwﬂuﬂhnm’

get them for us? We thought
both.

new stove with a tea-kettle in the top, to heat a
fellow’s shaving water!”

Just then, another ring at the door, snd the
grinning waiter handed in a small brown paper
parcel for Miss Ella.  Tom made a dive at it, and
staving off the brown paper, developed n jaunty
llll'lu;urple velvet eap, with silver tassels.

shall have to wear it on wy thumb, instead of wy
head—too small entirely,” said he, shaking his
head gravely.

“ Come, you saucy boys,” said aunt E—, en-
tering briskly, * what are you tessing Ella for 17

“Why, do see this lot of things, sunt? What
in the world is £1la going to do with them 7"

“Oh! I know!”

% You know ; then | ean guess, aunt, it is some
of your charitable works. You are going to make
s juvenile Lady Bountiful of El eh 7"

Ella, who had colored to the roots of her hair
st the expoe¢ of her very unfashiconble Christ-
mas preparations, now took heart, and bestowed a
very gentle and salatary little cuff on the ssucy
head that still wore the purple cap, and then
hastened to gather up her various purchases.

‘ Laugh away,” said she, gaily ; * and a good
many others will laugh, too, over these things. 1
got them to make people lavgh—people that are
not in the habit of langhing!”

“Well, well, [ sce into it,” said Will; “and [ tell
you | think right well of the idoa, too. There
are worlds of money wasted st this time of the
year, in getting things that nebody wants, and
nobody cares for after they ate got; and | am
glad, for my part, that you are going to get uff &
variety in this line ; in fact, | should like to give
you one of these stray leaves to help on,” eaid he,
dropping a 10 note into ber paper. | like to en-
courage girls to think of something besides breast-
pins and sugnr candy.”

But our story spins on too long. If snybody
wants to see the results of Ella's first attempts at
good furryiom, they ean eall at the doors of two or
three old buildings on Christmas morping, and
they shall hear all about it.

OUR DOMESLIC POLK Y.
SPEECH OF HON. J. R, GIDDINGS, OF OHIO,

B fr'rrn!gl‘, of thay Provedow! s Qessoge wude, Decomber
G, 1850, in Conimilte of the Whole oa the State of
the Usmon.

* e wiroeos smidNeay rom the commenoe’
ment of the Government, it had heen the practice
to discuss the political character of the President's
Message, on motion to refer it to the several ap-
propriate committees.

I am (said he) the more anxions to avail myself
of the present occasion to speak of that portion
which relates to our domestio polioy, in conse-
quence of the rumors which inform us that the
present Fagitive Law is not to be repealed or dis-
cussed at this session of Congress, That portion
of the Message which relates to our domestic pol-
icy will be read with great interest thro t
the country ; and while I agree with on of
the Message, there are embraced in it some mat-
ters which I am unwilling should go to the coun-
try tacitly endorsed by my silence.

For the frankness and candor with which the
President avows his positions upon the most in-
teresting questions now agitating the public mind,
I tender him my thanks, It was due to himself,
to his political friends, und to the country, that
his views on these questions should be distinetly
avowed ; that the nation shonld understand dis-
tinctly whether he is far or agwinst this Fugitive
Law, now so odious throughout the free States.

Before I go farther, [ wish to say, that | heartily
approve the doetrine which the President lays
down respecting the exercise of his veto power. |
regird it as the dootrine of the Constitution. It
is true, however, that it overthrows and wholly
discards the avowed policy of the party which
elected him. That party avowed its doctrine to
be, that the veto power should never be exercised,
except when the bill presented for the President’s
approval was clearly nnconstitutional.

This doctrine the President repudiates, and
gcm a8 far in the snpguﬂ of that prerogative as

nckeon, or T'yler, or Polk. 1 approve this inde-
rnduoo, this casting naide Lthe of party.

am now curious to see how many of those friends
will turn round snd go with the President in this
change of doctrine.

But, by looking at the latter part of the Mes-
sage, it becomes evident that the President in-
tends the country shall understand that he will
veto any bill for the repeal of this Fugitive Law.
To do that, while hilding to the doctrines on
which he was elected, would have been palpably
inconsistent. ln order, therefore, to make a show
of consistency, he must first repudiate this impor-
tant doetrine of his party. As to the morality of
this deception, [ forbear to make any remarks.

The boldness with which the President avows
his friendship to the Fugitive Law, is not only
ocommendahle, but should entitle him to the thanks
of the whole North, as well as of the whole South.

When the vote was taken upon that bill, there
was found north of Mason and Dizon's line only
three Whigs in this body who the moral
courage to meet the odium of voting for its pas-
sage. From the day of that vote, until the read-
ing of this Message, the Whig press of the North,
with nearly unanimous voice, repeated and re-
iterated this fact, in order to exonerate their party
from the odium of that measure, and to place the
responsibility of its ennctments upon their politi-
oul opp ts. The Message meets and exposes
this unmanly subterfuge, and boldly defies the
odium attached to this messure. A short time
will determine how many Northern Whigs will
now face about at the bidding of the Fxecutive,
and share with him the unenviable fame of sus-
taining and continuing an eunctment which is s
libel upon all that is called Law. These changes,
sir, may prove inconvenient to the young:r mem-
bers of the party—to those who have hid but lit-
tle experience; but to those who have been ne-
oustomed to follow the lraders of that party, these
polition] summersets must have hecome familiar.
Most of our Whig editors of the North have
nssured their readers that the feelings, and con-
science, and judgment of the President were op-
posed to this Fugitive Law. ‘T'his Message will
teach them that he thinks his own thoughts, and
speaks his own wishes, and sots upon his own
judgment ; and that it is for them to turn round
and swallow their words, and go in for & continu-
ance of this law, which they bave so loudly de.
nounced, or they will be read out of the party.

Sir, hud the President avowed his desire for the
passage of this Law, prior to his election in 1845,
how many votes, think you, he would have re.
ceived in the free States? | think they would
have been few. At that time, he was represented
aa & friend of Freedom, a supporter of Northern
rights, and devoted to the Cause of Humanity.
Upon these principles he was sustained in the
North. But no sooner were the clods adjusted
upon the grave of his predecessor, than we were
jnformed that he had ahandoned every doctrine
in relation to Slavery which his party had main-
tained pending his election. e adopted the en-
tire pngr::no of measures tllie'on;:’ﬂ"in t:o
Senate by the present Seoretary on the
Tth of Siml last. His influence was exdrted
for the delivery of some fifty thousand square
miles of free territory to Texasand to Slavery—to
pay Texas ten million dollars, to hire her to ab-
stain from driving our army from our western
territory, and from dissolving the Union. He was
in favor of the passige of laws to organize Gov-
erpments in our Territories, without excluding
Slavery ; and he was in favor of this Fugitive
Law.

No man had ever come into the Presidential
Chair, who 80 unceremoniously cast aside and re-

udisted the important pledges of his friends and
Eh party. No public man o blrh standing, from
the free States, has so suddenly and so boldly
abjured the Cause of Freedom, snd, before the
world, pledged fealty to the Slave power, saving
snd excepting his Secretary of State, whose coun-
sels he appears to have ndopted.

But in this bolduess, the manly frankness with
whioh the President announces this chunge of

tion, and tacitly calls upon his former friends

him, may teach us the y of here-
N e 1““ pflldmp:lf‘“r Presi-

with much interest to see how many of his
y friends will change their position, in order
stand with him in favor of this Fugitive Law,
Slavery.
“%-ﬁ Pc;:’unl informa us that the Constitation
has made it his duty to “ take care that the liws be
Juithfully erecuted”  All ure aware that such is
his duty. But how has he performed it He
baa seen the mails violated in South Carolina and
other States, robhed of newspapers which do
sult the taste of their

in contempt and trampled v
:unb his own officers, who hold their
& o v
from office 1

H
:

“£b4 aad trewbling hands, totters about, her only

make me a pair of " "om,
“1 say. ﬁ"-;#ﬂl,“-hnm
ubﬂqml Your 1
ing down in street; 'pon 'ohn
losding some coal on the dray A
“ Ella, lsn’t that going to be sent to my office 17
mid Tom; do you 1domo fora

y smoking cap! ns Ilive” said he; “onlyl |

rather | bave been and never could be enforced.

! cd ut these things in this M-nf'- Hesees the
| free colored citizens of New England, and indeed
of nearly all the free States, seized imprisoned,
and sotc{ into bondage, by Southern men. e is
aware that hundreds and perbape thousands of
free born Northern citizene now pise in South-
ern chaios; he witnesses Lhis transendent out-
rage upon the Laws, upon the Constitution, and
| upon Humanity, in perfect silence; he does not
even hint at their existemce. He has scen the
agents of Massachusetts driven by mob violence
from South Carolina and Louisiana, when sent
there to sustain the legal rights of the citizens of
that State now held io slavery. [e koew that
no Northern State nor individual could resoue
those citizens from the chains of servitude. Upon
outrages, more aggravated than any that have
ever occurred under this Government, he makes
no comment. Sir, the House aud the country
must see that the only sympathy exhibited in the
Message is for Slavery—he has none for i reedom,
He recommends us not to repeal the Fugitive Law,
but recommends no law to sustain the liberties of
our own people, or to redeem those freemen who
mourn in Southern bondage; still he assures us
that, “in our domestic policy, the Constitution
shall be his guide,” and that “he recards all ws
provisions as equally binding” ‘That this declara.
tion is entirely erroneous is too obvious to require
further exposure.

Mr. Chairman, our oppoxition fo the Fugitive
Law is based upon the soundest principles of eth-
ics and of law, as well aa the dictates of the com-
mon sense of mankind. While the Southern men
are thus seizing Northern freemen, ens'uving and
brutalizing them, they turn round and call on'us to

return their fugitive slaves. While violuting our
National Compact in its most vital features, they
ask us not merely to observe and keep cur stipu-
lations, but to go far beyond our covenants to up-
hold their slavery. Now, sir, these Southern men
have no claim whatever on us to obaerve the com-
pact, while they disregard and trample upon it
Such are the diotates of Law, and of Justice, and
of the Commeon Sense of Mankind. A complinnee

o with sach demand would constitute us the mere

subsidiaries, the appendages, of Southern slavery
This feeling has thus far been suppressed by our
intelligent people, hoping that Congress would
relieve themp from the position in which thex hage
tong Beed placed. IT this Fagivire Law e kept
in force, and Congress shall exert its power and
Joflucnce i T Al
predibt’ the 'cfusequences. “x uey may be read in
our past history. One thing may be regarded as
admitted truth—while Ohio Freemen are held in
Southern ohning, the people of the sorthern por-
tion of that State will not arrest, nor return, fugi-
tive slaves. [ speak for no other portion of the
country. Put the South and the North, the Fast
and the West, may understand, that, whilo the
inhabitants of our State shall be held in slavery,
(and there are many there) few, very fon, slaves
will return to bondage from that section of coun-
try where I reside.

& man born among us, tducated in
our schools, baptised in our churches, professin
i;iu,butvhohnbmudlé and hel
in Southern slavery, should make hisescape, and
revisit the scenes of his birth and childhood ; but,
while qulﬂl{ and peaceably among us, the baying
of humsan bloodhounds should be heard upon his
track, und the whole army of slave-catehers, in-
clading certain high dignitaries who procured the
passage of the Fugitive Law, should be seen com-
ing in hot pursuit, with hllldl!l.‘lﬂ‘&, and chains, and
fetters, prepared and clanking in their hands—
do you, sir, think they would take him, and fotter
him, in the presence of our people, and drag him
back to a land of sighs and tears! Sir, if the
President, or members of this body, or that class
of elergymen who are preaching that obedience to
this law is a religious duty, believe this can be
done, they had better study the charncter of our
population more thoroughly.

Under that law, such cases may frequently oe-
our; and whether there be a neighborhood north
of Muson and Dixon's line, where such a freeman
can be taken back to a Iand of whips and chains,
I leave for others to judge; | will not argue the

int.

But the President is not satisfied with quoting
the words of the Constitution; he elotes the par-
agraph with the following sentenoe :

“You, gentlemen, and the country, may be as-
suredl, that to the utmost of my alelity, and to the extent
of the power vestad v me, I vhall at all times, and in
all places, take care that the lamws be faubfully rie-
cuterd”

“This lunguage s understood by the TTouse and
by the country. No one can mistake its import.
It is the language of menace—of intimidation. He
distinetly avowas that, “fo the extent of the power
vested in him, he il se« " this infamous law exe-
cuted, The power of the army and the navy is
vested in the President. This power he sssures
us will be used to shoot down Northern freemen,
if necessary to enforce this Iaw. This attempt at
mennce is unworthy of the President. It is un-
becoming his station. 1 feel pained while eon-
templating the position in which the President
has thus placed himself No language could have
been more destructive to his influence. This
taunting menace should never have been address-
ed to freemen—to men who understand the Con-
stitution and know their rights. 1 have shown
#ome reasons why our people of Northorn Ohio
will not ghey that lww. The President may speak
to them of the “ power vested in Jum "—of the
army and navy ; and he may tell them that he
will use the whole military power of the nation at
all fomes and in all places to enforee this detestable
law ; but, sir, they will hurl back defiance both
at him and his army. Ile may send his troops—
his Swiss guards of slavery; he may put all the
machines of human bn::{ery in operation ; ‘he
may drench our free land with blood ; he may
entitle himself to the appellation of n second
“Havyau ;" but he will never compel them to obey
that law. They will govern themselves. They
will ohey every constitutional enactment; but
they will disoard and repudiate this Fugitive bill
1 speak what | fecl before God and man, [speak
what every enlightened statesman must feel and
admit, when | say that no free, enlightened, and
independent people ever was, or ever will be, gov-
erned by the bayonet and the sword. No, sir. |
will say to the President with all kindoess, but
with unhesitating confidence, our prople will never
be compelled by the bayonet or the cannon, or tn any
other manner, to lend any avl or assistancs i execul-
g that infamous law [ NOR WILL THEY OHEY 11
The President should have learned ere this thut
public sentiment, with an enlightened and pa-
triotic people, is stronger than armies or navies;
that be himself is but the creature of the people’s
will—their servant—elected to execute their pur-

In the ensctmeut of this law, their feel-
ings were not consulted, thelr honor waa disre-
garded, nnd their wishes were treated with seorn,
Hir, n large portion of the Northern people were
not represented in this body at the passage of that
Taw. ‘Their servants fled from this Flall, and left
the interests, the rights, and the honor of their
constituents to be disposed of by slwteboldors and
e e
[ in gin,” . : a lniquity.
Tt is due to our m thet we shonld
infort them distinetly that the law sawnof and will
not be enforced. Our people, sir, know what con-
stitutes law, This ensotment [ esll & law merely
for convenience, hecanse our langusge farnishes
no proper term in which to charscterize it. It
hna the (m-, hut is entirely destitute of ihe
spirit—the essence of law. [t commands the per-
petration of crimes, which no buman ensotment
cun justify. lIn passing it, Congress
the limits of civil government, and attem to
usurp powers which belong only to God. Tn this
attempt to involve our people in orimes
by inspiration, by every impulse
and to command one pr::im of the Wr" to
wage & war upon snother, Congress was gu
b o ny unexsmpled. This ensctment is beyond
the power, outside of the duties, of human gov.
ernment , it imposes no obligation to commit the
crimes it commands, it can Justify no one for com-
mitting them, For thia reason, the will
not obey it. Nor ia this doctrine ew, either in
theory or in practice. In every State of the
Union statutes have been enacted which never

are 50 opposed Lo the public seass of
propriety, that they Ir'llnlln » desd
the day of their enactment Congress hae
many such laws, which no President ever could or
ever will enforce. This Fugitive Law must be re-
pealed, or, if it remain unrepealed, it will remsin
o dead letier. OFf the fifteen fogltives
ia the free States, probably not ten have been re-
turned to bondage, and I doudt whether ten more
will ever be returned.
Mr. Chairman, | now wish (o call the attention
of the House to the assertim of sn importsnt
in which | most besrtily concur. The

b

leave our employments, give chase, and nrrest and |

the Constitution has elearly and unequivocally
left to the exclusive authority of the States.”

This, Mr. Chairmau, Is the doctrine of the Con-
stitution. the dootrine of its framers. It is the
dootrine of the Free-Soilers.  If there be any one
feature in the Constitution, which the whole his-
tory of its adoption has made plaia, it is that sla-
very is & S'ate mstitntion, over which Congress has
no coutrol—with which this Federal Government
has no lrgiimate powers to mterfere. We, sir, of the
North, will not be constrained, even by your Fu-
gitive Law, to interfere with it. The slavery of
Virginia beloogs to her. If she possess the power
and the dispasition to uphold it, we cannot put it
down or abolieh it. If she sees fit to abolish it,
we have no power to interfere to sustain it.

I have often definpd the views of auti-slavery
men and of Free-Seoilers on this subject—others
have often done it; yet we are misapprebended
aud constantly misrepresented, That claus of
the Message now under consideration was intend
ed to impute to us a purposs, a desire, to interfere
with Southern slavery. That jdea, filse and
unfounded, has been asserted and reiterated for

ears. The President should have been better
nformed.  For the hundredth time I repeat that
Congress nor this Federal Government have any
more power to interfere with the slpvery of the
Southern States than they have with the seritom
of Russia. ‘The slave States hold thesr “ peculiar
institution " as independontly of this Government
as Russin holds her gerfs. Again, sir, this Gov-

and ﬁllll-llf reast "' the wterference whick thi lar
ENJONS,

Sir, our people will continue to feed the hun-
gry, to clothe the naked, to visit the sick, and to

relieve the oppressed ; and no interference of thia

fagitive law will prevent this compliance with the |
4 |

dictates of our religion, with that law which came
from God himself, and which no enactnent of
slaveholders and doughfaces can repeal or nullify.
| speak for no one but myself and constituents;
others will choose whether to obey Giod or the
oppressors of mankind ; hat as for us, we will obey
that higher law of kindness, benevolence, nnd
humanity, which was implanted in the breast of
every human being, und written upon the hearts
and consciences of mankind, by the finger of our
Creator,

Mr. Chairman, the doctrine of * Non-Inter-
ference with Slavery,” laid down by the Presi-
dent, is at war with every provision of this fugi-
tive law. If we maintain that doctrine, this law
must remain a dead letter upon our statute book
He who sustaing this doctrine must disobey the

nisms~at war with ench other. If we adhere to
one, we must discard the other. My constituents
will maintain the Conatitution, while they will
hold this law in contempt. Sir, from the adoption
of the Constitution until 1841 never was this doc-
trine of " mon-interference between master wnd
slave” deuied by the Executive. At that time, the
predent Secretary of State, in a correspondence

ernment possesses no more right to involve the
people of the North in the support of Southern |
slavery, than it has to involve us in the support
of Russian serfdom. Congress possesses no more |
power nor right to make us the catohers of South- |
ern slaves, than of Russian serfa.

These were the views and feelings of those who
framed the Coostitution. They never dreamed |
of making us the catchpolls for Southern slave- {
hunters,

Nothing could have beem further from the
thoughts of those who framed the Constitution
In that Convention, Mr. Gouverneur Morris suid |
that * ke never would concur in n;.hnfrf:ur domestir
slavery,” Sosay |, nnd 80 say our people of the
North. We never will coneur in apholding that
instirution. Mr Morris added : “ I is o wefurions
wistitntion. It was the carse of lleaven upon the
States in which it evispgV -

So we gay. It is & curse upon those States, but |
!ho carse is thars, not ours, and we will not share |
e In ‘M x . bt ; T - :
share init. Our fathers would not consent to be |
invalved in its crimes—we will not,

Mr. Gerry of Massachusetts said - While we |
have nothing to do with slavery in the States, we |
should be eareful to lend no sanction to it” Sir, |
we will lend no sanction to it, nor shall your fu.
gitive law compel us to sanction it. Mr Dickin-
son * thought it a proper subject for the General
Government to interfere with, as ot offected our ni-
tional happiness” But Southern membera resisted
this proposition, They would give to the Federsl
Government no powers to interfere with slavery,
for any purpose.

But I desire to come more directly to the clause
relating to ve glaves.  When the commitiee
reported the of a Conetitation, it contsined
the clause for the arrest and return of fogitives
from justice, as it now atands. They were to be
delivered up by the Executive of the State to
which they should flee; and this was to be done,
also, at the expense of such State. While this
report was under consideration, Messrs. Butler
and Pinckney of South Carolina moved to amend
it 80 a8 to ““reguire fugetives, slaves, and servants, to
be deliversd up !:.{'e criminals.”

Mr. Wilson of Pennsylvania said “ T'his would
oblige the Executive to do it at the public erpense”

Mr. Sherman of Connecticut *siw no more
propriety in the public seizing and surrendering
a fugitive slave or servant than a horse”  And on
these suggestions Mr. Butler withdrew his prop.
osition. “Thuo facts wera recorded by Mr. Mad-
ison ; snd no stronger evidence could have been
left of the intention of the framers of the Consti-
tution to save the freemen of the North from all

Foprlatme i)

expense, and guilt, und disgrace, of nrresting fu-

with our Minister at London, substantially
avowed it to be the duty of this Government to
protect Southern slave-dealers while pursuing
their vocation, This dootrine, coming from a
Mussachusetts man, inspired his successor (Mr.
Upshur) to maintain the same principles, while
advoeating the anvexution of Texas in 1541 Up
to 1541, | repeat that “ non-interference between
master nnd slave” was the doetrine of the North
and of the South, of Whigs and of Democrats.

It is true that our slaveholding Presidents at
times lent their powers silently to uphold slavery
hat no officer of Government ever avonaf it the
duty of Congreas, or the Executive, thus to in-
terfire, until the present Seoretary of State put
forth that construetion in 1511, [ repest that,
from the day of ndopting the Constitution until
A. Id isil, the doctrine of “ non-interference
with Jagyery intha S was nar deukl, b
my knowledge, by suy public man 6f this nation
aud no member of this body ever attempted to
Bio. kAl BY RO e, Sl S D ST |
of Congress. To the gentlemin from Georgia,
|Mr. Tooxus, ] not now in his seat, belongs the
hounor of being the member of this House who
boldly and publicly demanded that the powers
and energies of this Government should bhe pros-
tituted to the support of slavery. The President
und his Cabinet may adopt this new theory—but
the People of the North will repudiate it.

The Message farther says: “ The law e the only
sure protection of the meak, and the only efficient re-
straant upon the strong” This, !ir‘ is said with di-
rect reference to this fugitive slave law, to induce
the People to execute it. It would seem that the
President intended to see how far he could impose
upon the intelligence of the public Sir, what
protection does this law lend to the poor, weak,
0 sed, degraded slave, whose flesh has often
quivered under the lash of his inhuman owner,
whose youth has been spent in labor for another,
whose intellect has been nearly blotted out?
When he secks an asylum in a land of freedom,
this worse than barbarous law sends the officers
of Government to chase him down—to him
back to chains and suffering. The People nre
constrained to become his pursuers. anishi:f
and fainting, he drags his weary limbs forward,
while the whole power of the Government under
the President’s command, the army and pavy, and
all the freemoen of the land, are on his track, to
drag him hack to bondage, under this law. And
this law, the President tells us, is the only sure
protection to that miserable slave. Does the Presi-
dent intend to insult onr intelligence? ©Or did
he mean to insert in thia grave document a satire
upon this barbaroas law 1

Sir, there is not a man in this hody, there is
not an intelligent man in the free States, hut

gitive slaves, The clause for the return of fogi-
tive slaves, 08 it now stands, was subsequently
;dnllud with the coneurrence of Mr. Wilson and
of Mr. SLerman, [t provides, that the State to
which the sluve flees shall not, by any law or
regulation, release hun from labor. " Non-inter-
ference,” between the master and slave, was their
intention, their ulterior design. The last mem-
ber of the sentence gays of the slave, he “ shall be
delivered up on clavm of the person to whom such ser-
vice or Tabor may be due® {= langunge has been
understood by some ns nndaring action necessar
on the part of the people of the State to whic
the slave may have fled. This construction iy
opposed to the whole spirit of the Constitution
Every reader will see at once that such obligation
is not imposed upon the Governor, nor upon the

eople of the State, nor upon any individual,
li‘l.ul Supreme Court has given a construction to
this language which is in nocordance with the in-
tention and ohject of the framers of the Constitu-
tion. Weare to deliver up the fugitive slave as
we deliver up our friends to the civil oflicer. We
are hound to permit the master to arrest and ca
back the slave, in the same manner that we par:ﬁ
the civil officer to seize our friends, under process,
and tuke them to prison.

And such was the law of 1799, It followed the

Constitution, It saved the master from inter-
ruption while pursuing his slave. It provided
fines and penaliies against any person who, dis-
obeying the constitutional compact, should secrete
or defend or rescue ghe slave. Tbere the law of
1703 stopped. 1t went no farther. It gave the master
no process undor the seal of your courts, by which
toarrest his slave. It commanded no officer of this
(overnment to aid the master in making such ar-
rest. No powers of this Government were prosti-
tuted to such degrading purposes. * Now.inter-
feremes” between the master and alave was the rule
by which that whole law was framed. And it is
to the honor of the Supreme Court that, in their
conatruction of the Constitution und of the law,
they have earried out this view. They bave
adopted the very idea of Mr. Wilson and Mr
Sherman. They declare the right of the master
to recapture his slave to he the same as his right
to take his property which strays into a free State,
They construe our duties, to deliver up the fugi-
tive slave, to he the same as to deliver up the stray
horse. If the horse or the slave come among us,
we permit the owner or master to take him, But
in neither case can the owner or master call on
us to cateh the slave or the horse. -
Neither the law of 1703, nor the Constitution,
contemplated the organization of Northern free-
men into & constabulary force for catchi ne-
Nor did it give the master n guard and
assistance to carry back his slave at the erprnse
of the nation. Such provisions could never have
been approved by Washington, who signed the
law of 1703, nor by his associates who had aided
in framing the Constitution, and who also voted
for that law. ‘T'hey understood their constitu.
tional duaties.

A1l wha read this message must seo that the
only interference with slavery whick the President
rofesses to depreoate, is that which tends to
posen the ohains of bondage; he appears to have
no objection to that interference which rivets
them closer. Could be have believed that the
intelligent freemen of the North would fail to de-
teet the pal contradiction between that por-
tiom of essage which deprecates interference
with -hurz, and that which urges the continu-
ance of this law, which was enacted for the very
a::p;u of interfering in support of that institu.

Could any interference have been more direct
sod palpable than that which makes it the duty
;l the ty T:nh::_I e‘rkw-uhduw, under a

eavy penulty, to ex: utmost powers 1o ar-
rest the fugitive? Which gives hlu’:llhnrit to
oall the whole power of the State to masist him !
Which “ commands all good citizens 1o aid and asnst
in the promp” arvest and veturn of the tremhling
slave ¥ “T'bis Interference the President approves
It vivetn tighter the chains of bondage, while we
nre all aware that be disapproved our efforts to
exclude slavery from the territory of New
Mexioo, But this law goes farther; it mot only
sitempts to strike down God’s law, which com.
mands us *to feed the lu:fq," but I'uu-mpu to
convert every freeman of the North into a savage.
If » fugitive from otm-lou reaches my door
amid the ragings of the storm, half clad, and he-
nombed with cold, fainting, and weary, sick and
in distress, and asks to warm bimeelf -un,
this law interferes, and forbide -c,nn‘n vy

with hunger and cold. If | receive him
warm him by my fire—if I feed
. :.:ldr-lu"!bl-.ﬂlhl
Jjourney muubi:d.
his law, to a fioe of one thousand dollsre

Muﬂmlw This law the
President approves, and ad ul Lo continis in

ns and ponalties, to comply with his request. | gord
E‘l obe, I.C. hv‘f.l.'uu v?u-&on-y'dm

knows, if he delivers a fugitive into the oustody
of his pursuers, that he will be oarried back and
aold to the far South; and, ordinarily, his life
will be encrificed in five years, if employed on the
sugar plantations, and in seven years on the cot.
ton plantatious. The men of the North look up-
on this ns murder, and would a8 soon turn out
and cut thethroat of the defenceless negro as to
send him back to be soourged to death. As soon
would they do this us comply with & law which
violates every principle of humanity, and consigns
the fugitive to a lingering death by a slow torture
of five or seven years. The common law holds
him who nids in » murder as guilty as he who
strikes the knife to the heart of the viotim. Un.
der our law, n man is hanged if he fails to pre-
vent n murder when it is plainly within his power
to do s0. Such a mun is held gullty of the act,
and he is hanged accordingly.

And will any one suppose that he who assists
in nrresting and sending a fugitive slave to tor-
ture and death, will be less guilty than he under
whose lnsh the victim expires !

Sir, | have compared this eapture of a fugitive
to a common murder. ln doing thut I do injustice
to the common murderer. To capture a slave and
send him to the South to die under a torture of
five years, is far more oriminal than ordinary mur-
der, inasmuch ns it adds the guilt of torture to
the crime of murder.

Sir, we will not commit this crime. Let me say
to the President, no power of Government can
compel us to involve ourselves in such guilt. No!
The freemen of Ohio will never turn out to chase
the panting fugitive—they will never be meta-
morphosed into bloodhounds, to track him to his
hiding-place, and seize and drag him out, and de-
liver him to his tormentors. They may he shot
down ; the cannon and bayonet and sword may
do their work upon thewm; they may drown the
fugitives in the blood of freemen ; but never will
freemen stoop to the degradation of eatching
slaves.

Let no man tell me there is not a higher law
than this fogitive bill. We feel there is a Inw of
right, a law of justice, of freedom, implanted in
the brenst of every intelligent human being, that
bids him look witg soorn upon this miscalled law,
Sir, | wus about to mnke some comparisons, but
rhaps they may be regarded ns indelicate. I,
gwever, shall not besitate to speak truth. Dur.
ing last summer, two distinguished gentlemen of
the sume name oceupied much of the public atten-
tion. One wis said to bave committed murder,
and the other to have prosured the p e of this
law. Oune was hanged for his erime; the other,
for his efforts, taken to the Exeoutive Cabinet.
Oune destroyed the life of an individual, the other
contributed his inflaence for the passage of this
Inw, which, if executed, must consign hundreds,
perhips thousands, to premature graves. 1, sir
cannot speak for others; but for myself, | would
r-;hcr meet my hiﬂ d;dge with the guilt of him
who hns gone to his neaow upon m
soul, than that of him who sits Io yonder L?:blu{.
Sin, do yon, or “iu any, one, conoeive that it Is
less oriminal to take the life of one of those fugi-
tives tham H-would be to slay any other individual 7
Is not he who gives his voice and influence from
yonder Cabinet, for the murder of those people, ns
guilty as he would be to lend his voioe and influ-
enos for the murder of others! Shall men in
high stations, from from corrapt mo-
tives, lend themselves to the degradation, the de-
struction, of hundreds, w thousands, of human
beings, and yet be shield from animadversion by
their political position 7 Flas it come to this, that
pluce and power are to be regurded as exemptin
their occupnnts from moral guilt, from r-poul.
bility both here and herenfter !

An idea appears to exist in some minds, that
obedience to an net of Congress, however oriminal
that set may be, capnot involve the person who
this obeys the law in III{ moral guilt, In other
words, they a.prur to think that if under this
Fugitive Law they drive the famishing slave from
their dours to b with cold and hunger, or if
they seize him, plnos the fetters upon his iluho‘
snd drag him to bondage to he massacred under
the lash, to be murdered by slow torture, they
will, when ealled to their final nocount, plead this
enactmant i bar of Ouxivorent Jusrior,

That kind of theology | leave to those teach-
ers who preach sermons and write pamphlets and
newspaper essinys in defence of this law—to those
divines who hold thst we, the members of Con-
yreas the power to step between God and
our fellow-crentures, and suthorize them to diare-
is command and to commit orimes st which
ull the feelings of our nature revolt. Buch tesch.
ings may huve been received ns orthodox in the
ninth, but they will be rejeoted in the mineteonh
century.

Why, sir, no man, not even slaveholders,
will deny that the fugitive u-:b' Bas the same
natural and inalienab llﬂl to his liberty that
either of us possess ; that it is
tain and defend that

?

in his power to do #o; his 10
if he oan; that If while making his way to & land

law. for the Constitution and this law are antago- |

of freedom the master interpose. and he has no
other possible way of escape than to «] 1y his mas.
ter, he is bound hy every obligation ta himwelf
and bis offapring to resort to that exteemity. 1o
| has no right tamely to surrender

. - up the liberty
with whieh God has endowel Lim. and to eon
| sign his offspring in wll comiug time to degrading

| servitude, Our people so advise the fogitive

| and the fugitivesare genernlly armed, and prepared
torecrive their pursuers | nod | am informed that
one of them, when hard pressed recently, shot ane
of those human bloodhounds dead, and wounde!
another, and then went on his way, Sir, «

feel that he dud right—rthat we wauld |}

vam thing had we been v bis v’ watie

Some months since, there were said to be /v
thousand fugitives from Iabor within the free
States, incloding men, women, and children

many of them were born and edueated among us
These men with their wives and their little ones
were in the enjoyment of domestic life. Mout of
them had nequired or were in the way of of
taining sufficient real and personal property to
insure them the necessaries, and even many of the
luxuries, of life. They were edueating their chi
dren, sod becoming intelligent and useful members
of community. Many of them helonged to our va
rious churches, and maintained an orderly and
Christisn deportment

Agaiost these inoffensive people, the Presilont

and Congress have waged a barbarous and vare
lenting war. We have required our officers and
the freemen of the North, when ealled an, to seize

them; to drag them from their firesides, thelp
homes, their friends, their schools and churelies
their lands, and their flocks and herds . to sepa
rate husbands and wives, parents and children
and consign them indiscriminately to all the hor
rors of slavery and of the slave trade, [ hesitate
not to say that for its barbarity that law is un
equnlled in the history of civilized legislation. 14
there a reflecting man who will pretend that this
barbarous epnctment imposes upon thone peopls
any moral duty to obey it?7 Will preachors

righteousness tell them to submit, to let the slyve
dealer rivet the chains upon the father, tear the
mother from her children, and doom her toa life
of wretchedness!  Will such preachers advise
the danghter peacef/ully to surrender herself into
the hands of slave-hunters, and submit to o life of
MNuton and shame?  And will such men be
called promoters of holiness and puriy ? I trust
there are few such teachers in this American
T meshy mar il N fuet el s ol w2
God has no attribute which will permit him to
look upon it except with ahhorrence,

Yet the President assures ns that it ought not
to be repealed ; that it should be kept in force
that these outragea should and ought to continue |
that he regards this law s8 a fival settloment of
the slave question ; and that it is wrong further
to ngitate the subject. Vnin advice. Agitation
will never cease until the law ceases  While
such crimes are authorized by statute, the Amer
ican people will not keep silence.

The President, referring to the bill surrender
ing to Texna and to slavery fifty thousand
square miles of free territory, and paying her ten
millions of dollars, and that allowing slavery to
be extended over New Mexico and tah, nud
to this Fugitive Law, says: “ 1 helieved those
measures to have heen wecessary, and required by
the circumstances and condition of the country
I rejoice, Mr. Chairman, that he has boldly
avowed this fact. Noarly the whole North be-
lieved that he was in heart and conscience oppos-
ed to this bill. Almost every Whig press inthe
North said Iy that the President did not
favor this bill, but that he was coerced—thut he
signed it by compulsion. That it was the Whig
doctrine concerning the veto that compelied Lim
to sign it. ‘The President’s views sre now before
the country, and he avows his position manfully.
He places himself upon this law ; and here | wish
to say to the House, that from this time we nll
know where the President in. He« s tn favor of con-
tuming this lam ; he not only places himaell there,
but his Adminstration and his party must staud
or fall by this law. [ rejoice at it! They must
sink or ewim, live or die, stand or fall .with this
enactment. We now know where to find the sup-

pters of glavery nnd the advoeates of freedom
ivery man throughout the whole country, at the

North and South, may now take his position,
knowingly, with a full knowledge of the charse-
ter of the party with whom he nota. Those that
support this law must consent to obey it and to
enforce it, to the letter.

There is no lingering doubt, no diflienlty, no
obsourity, resting on the party who supports this
Administration.  All the Whigs thronghoat the
country, (and 1 speak it with some degree of feel
ing, for I once hud the pleasure of ncting with
them, when they had principles ; then we avowed
and acted upon the dootrines | have stated to-
day) —all the Whigs throughout the country
must now feel that their unity is gone They see
that the party hag departed from its dootrines and

rinciples, and has descended, step hy step, from
te former position, until the remnant has literal
ly become & slave catching party.

The President informs us that these measures
 were ndopted in n spirit of conciliation, aud for
the purpose of concilintion” “1 helieve,” snys
he, * that & great majority of cur fellow-citizens
sympathize in that spirit and that purpose, and
in the main approve it"” 8ir, where does the
President find this evidence of approval in the
popular mind? Does he draw his conclasions
from the result of the eleotions in Delaware, New
Jersey, or Ohio 7
That third State of the Union has separated
itgelf forever from all men and all parties who
would involye our le in the support of sla-
very, or degrade them by sustainiog your l'ugi-
tive Law., Does the President find consolation
in the voiee of the “ Peninsular State,” as lately
expressed through the bullot hox T Or ean he take
pleasure in reforring to the election in Wiscon-
sio, or when he examines the result of those
mensures in his own State 7 Op has the demon-
strations in Massachusetts inspired him with
confidence that the popular mind is in favor of
this law 1
Methinks that ns he looks over the newly made
graves of his politieal friends, and counts their
number, and reflocts upon that politieal cholern
which has eut down wo many of his supporters
nnd advooates of this law, he might have doabted
ita popularity. Many gentlomen in this Iall,
who so boldly stood forth In the pride of thelr
politioal manhood s few months since, und voted
for these measures, are now doomed to n speedy
departure, and the places that now know them,
shall know them (politienlly) mo mare. T'o those
entlemen the language of the President can

ing but poor consolation,

Tia public meetings of the people of all parties
throughout the free States, the spirited resolu-
tions which they have sent forth, are hut feeble
manifestations of the popular mind. Throughout
the North, where free schools have been encour-
aged, and education has become general, whera
n:mnpm elreulate and intelligence is dissemi-
nated, there public sentiment Is lood in condem-
nation of this law, This feeling 14 inerensing nud
extending, nnd rolling forward and gaining
strenth and impetos, and will continue to do 8o
unti! that law aball bo repealed aad nambered
among the things that wera,

Sir, if the President will look at the sfatute
lately ensoted by tho Whigs of Vermont, he will
be able clearly to read the *handwriting upon the
wall? The people have weighed this law in the
balance, and it is found wanting.

Near the close of his Mensige, the President
sayn

!‘1 cannot doubt that the Amerioan people,
bound together by kindred blood and common
traditions, still cherish a paramount regard for
the Union of their fathers; and that they are
ready to rebuke sny attempt to violate its integ.
rity, to disturb the comgromises on which it is
based, or to resist the laws which have been enaot-
od under its suthority.”

As to the “ Union of ewr fathers, | venerate it
There in something pleasing and solemn in the
recolleotion of that Union—in the history of its
formation, and the difficulties and dungers which
surrounded it, But it is now nearl f  eentu-
ry since that Union eensed to u(’n‘ The pros-
mol commercial ndvantages indoeed us to ahan-
it, and forma new one with Louisiana. Then,
sir, wo abandoned it, und took Flotida to our em-
brace, Then, to extend and perpetuate slavery,
we abandoned that Union, and brought in slave-
holding Texas, assumiog her war, and earrying
devastation, rapine, nnd bloodshed, to the heart
of Mexloo, In order to extond slavery. And, to
oap the climax, you have pussed this fugitive law,
and made the citizens of Ohio and of sll the free
States the oatohpolls to Texun slave-hunters.
1t is not to be disguised that the people of the
froe States feel less attachment to Texas than
they did to the old thirteen States, 'We are not
bound to them by common traditiona. The Mex-
jeans and Spaniards and other fo ors of that
State not in the toils nor the dangers of
our Revolution, nor in thone of our second war of
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